
1911 VISIT TO ENGLAND 751

wished to give Warwick the heart of St. George, but that the
earl declined, ' saying that the delivering of it by his own person
should be more acceptable,' and that afterwards the emperor
offered the holy heart himself at Windsor. The chronicle to
which the reader is referred for an account of Sigismund's recep-
tion is probably The Brut} Since the tomb of Henry V was
not finished till after 1438,7 the last sentence of this extract may
indicate the late date of the chronicle. C. L. KTNGSFORD.

Tempore istius Regis Henrici Sigisinundus Imperator Romanorum
vcnit in Angliam tributum petere a dicto Rege Henrico, et de quo tenebat
terras suas diligenter inquirendo. Cumque hoc audisset predictus Rex
extracto ense Imperatori dicit: Quod a nullo homine vel principe tenebat
nisi per solum gladium. Quod Imperator audiens deinceps non petiuit
tributum, set precipue desiderabat vt fieri posset Miles de la Garture ;
quod mox Rex concessit, et sic factum est. Postea dedit Imperator
Henrico Regi cor sancti Georgii martiris, quod vsque hodie apud Wynde-
sore conseruatur et veneratur. Set quomodo Imperator receptus fuerit in
Anglia in cronica legat, qui voluerit cognoscere, et ibi inueniet quomodo
Rex per seipsum, duces, comites et barones, archiepiscopi, episcopi,
abbates, et populi vtriusque sexus tarn reuerenter et digno honore eum
salutauerunt, et quomodo ad hospitium suum duxerunt. Rex vero Henri -
cus anno Regni suo ix obiit in Francia et sepultus est apud Westm., iacens
in tumba argentea et deaurata.

Cromwell and Sir Henry Vane

ONE of the charges Ludlow brings against Cromwell is that he
endeavoured to force Vane into political compliance by legal
oppression. After Vane's release from Carisbrooke in December
1656, says Ludlow, Cromwell, perceiving that imprisonment did
not make Vane submit,

privately encouraged some of the army to take possession of certain
forest walks belonging to Sir Henry Vane near the castle of Raby, and also
gave order to the. attorney-general, on pretence of a flaw in his title, to
present a bill against him in the exchequer. This was designed to oblige
him to expose his title, which if they could get done, they doubted not
by the craft of the lawyers to find some defect in it, whereby it was hoped
he would be forced into a compliance : yet at the same time he was
privately informed that he should be freed from this or any other inquisi-
tion, and that he should have whatsoever else he would desire, in case
he would comply with the present authority.1

• ed. Brie, pp. 380-1 ; see also Chronicles of London, pp. 124, 125.
7 Cf. Gal. Pat. Rolls, Henry VI, iii. 197.
1 Ludlow's Memoirs, ed. 1894, ii. 30.

 at U
niversity of Saskatchew

an on June 21, 2015
http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/

D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://ehr.oxfordjournals.org/


752 CROMWELL AND SIR HENRY VANE October

In the next generation, soon after the publication of Ludlow's
Memoirs, an anonymous contemporary critic attempted to
vindicate the Protector from this charge, accusing Vane of
oppressing his tenants and neighbours, and stating that the
Protector's government was obliged to intervene to protect
their rights. The answer runs as follows :

Raby Castle was in the Crown, one of the finest royalties in the north
of England, assigned King Charles with other lands when Prince of Wales,
for the support of his family. When come to the Crown, the Parliament
not supplying him to carry on the Spanish war, as they had promised
both his father and self, he was obliged to assign it over to some citizens
for a summ of money, giving them power to lett leases, &c. Old Sir Henry
knowing this to be a considerable purchase, agreed with the citizens for
their interest, and then got it confirmed to him by the King upon easie
terms, we may well presume facilitated too by some under-valuings, for
when entertained there in his expedition against the Scots, and finding
a magnificent structure, according to that old way of building, he pleasantly
told him, Sir Henry, ' This is more than a heap of stones.' When Cromwell
gave the Rump their quietus, those few of them who had country seats
retired thither, this Hen. the 2d, his father being a little before dead, to
Raby Castle ; where, because prohibited to do it any longer in his govern-
ment, he tyranniz'd over his tenants and neighbours, obliging the former
to take new leases, as not allowing those they had from the citizens ; and
seiz'd upon an estate to the value of £200 per annum, which had been
purchas'd by a charitable gentleman out of the Mannor and given to
the parish of Stanthorp, for relief of the poor, support of the Free School,
and repair of the Church ; with many such like arbitrary encroachments,
according to the plenitude of his self-will'd power. The people we may
imagine could not long brook such usage, but at length took so much
courage as to petition Cromwell for relief, who referr'd it by especial
recommendation to his Commissioners of the Seal, and they finding matter
of fact true, did the tenants right, to the great dissatisfaction of this Lord
Paramount.2

This answer does not touch the question of the validity of Vane's
claim to the forest lands in question or the nature of the defects
alleged to exist in it. However, there are in the Bodleian Library
a couple of documents which elucidate the matter. One is a paper
in the Carte MSS. (lxxiv, f. 15) which is endorsed ' Sir Henry
Vane's answere concerninge his lands in the North. Novem. 6th,
1655 '. The other is an opinion on the case, possibly by the
attorney-general of the time, but it is neither dated nor signed, and
is evidently a copy only. This is Rawlinson MS. A. lxi, f. 102,
that is, it is one of the documents amongst Thurloe's correspon-
dence which were not printed by the editor of his papers. What
the final result of the inquiry was, or whether the case actually

8 Regrades No Saints, 1700, 8", pp. 99, 100.
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1911 CROMWELL AND SIR HENRY VANE 753

came before the court of exchequer, the documents do not show.
But they seem to prove tha t Ludlow's account of the matter is
very far from being a correct representation of the facts.

C. H. F I R T H .

I

The forrest of Tisdale in the Bishoprick of Durham—to demand of
Sir Henry Vane what grant he hath of it, or else to account for the profitts
of it for 15 yeares past.

Sir Henry Vane saith that the 2 Castles and the 6 parkes were granted
to his father by a speciall grant, and not from the Cittye, which grant (if
there be cause) he will produce.

For the forrest of Tisdale it is divided into 3 parts at 3-71'3 ancient rent
and severall tenements comprehended within those ancient rents, which
he derives from the Cittye of London. Langdon chase and the common
of many 1000 acres. There is a lodge called Wallens Lodge and other
houses where the keepers lived heretofore. There is an enclosure called
Tincklers meeddow of about 100 acres for hay for the deer : This is that
which is exepted in the cittye grant from the crowne, and of which he claimes
only the Keepershipp. The other 3 divisions of the forrest is granted in
terminis in the patent.

There are twelve score gates which are lett for 51 each by the under
Keeper.

II

May it please your Highnes.

Upon perusall of the letters pattents and records sent to me from
Mr. Secratary Thurloe I doe finde the case in reference to Sir Henry Vane's
pretence to the Forrest of Teasdale to be as followeth.

The late King Charles in the 4th yeare of his raigne granted to fower 25th Sep-
cittizens of London (amongst many other lands to the value of 12000" ^ J
per annum) All those lands and tenements with the appurtenances in
Newboggin and Middleton or either of them within the Forrest of Teasdale
within the dominion of Barnard Castle in the tenure of George Bowes &c,
(except and reserved out of that grant, libertie and jurisdiction of Forrest
and Chase, as to the Forrest of Teesdale and the Chase called Marwood
hagg, And except all Forrests and Chaces, and all Parks now used and
stored with deare, and there are also amongst many other smaller matters
particularly excepted.

/East Park
The Castle of Eaby and three

Parks there called
West Park
Middle Park, all inclosed with stone

walls.
The spring and little Park adjoyning to the Castle walls conteyninge

about tenn acres.
The Cony-garth and Warren in Raby Castle.
Barnard Castle and the severall liberties of retorne of writts &c.

Jurisdiccion of Forrest and Chace as to Teesdale Forrest, Marwood and
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754 CROMWELL AND SIR HENRY VANE October

all Advowsons, Rectories, Mynes of gold and silver, the Warren and
demesne lands belonging to the Castle.

Libertie of Forrest and Chace in Laiigley Forrest.

(
Broad Parke
Bronde Park alias Marrwood Park
Colt Parkc
Wray Close, and some other small

I parcells of land, and many fee
\ farm rents.

[f. lO-2b] The cittizcns of London afterwards in the 10th yeare of the said Kinge,
lOCar bargaine andsell away part of the said Mannours and lands for 9094?. 11s. 3d.

to the said Sir Henry Vane and his heires, in which deede the same excep-
cions are recited and made, and as many fee farme rents upon that part
of the lands by them sold amounts to 189Z. per annum or thereabouts,
besides some other rents alsoe excepted upon the King's first grant and
not sold by the cittizens.

J4Septem- Afterwards Sir Henry Vane procures a grant from the King of the
r a r ' office of Master of the Forrests and Cheife Keeper of his Forrests and Chaces

Parks and Warrens within the dominion of Barnard Castle in the Bishop-
bricke or County of Durham, then or late parcell of the said dominion of
the said Barnard Castle, To have to him and his heires males of his body
after the death of William Bowes (then present keeper for his life) since
deceased.

And the King by the said letters pattents further granted the keeper-
ship and office of Cheife Keeper of his Forrest of Teasdale and his Chase of
Marwood-hagg, with the rights, liberties and appurtenances to exercise the
said office by himselfe or sufficient deputy and fully as any keeper formerly
had donne, and granted also the like fees and wages as to others formerly.

And in the said letters pattents, Sir Henry Vane doth covenant to
keepe all the howses, and lodges in the said Forrests and Chaces in good
repaire, and keepe and store the same with convenient number of deere
for his Majestie's pleasure, and to preserve all the lands meadowes and
pastures woods and underwood.0 sitt his owne charges.

Sir Henry Vane, now late deceased, under colour of theis two grants
(the first of which excepts the Forrest, the second only grants the office
of Keeper commonly called in those parts the Bow-bearer) for about
14 yeares last past hath taken the rents issues and profitts of the said
Forrest and all the Chaces Parks and Warrens therein, and other excepted
premisses belonging to the Common Wealth, to his owne use, hath taken
kild and disposed of all sorts of deare redd and fallow a t his owne pleasure,
and hath also taken upon him the ownershipp and freehold of the soile of
the said Forrest and Chaces, and hath leased out severall parcells of the
same to under tenants under his hand and seale whereby he hath raised great
summes of money by way of fynes, and hath by his agents and under-
keepers received in and now keeps such number of sheepe and cattell a t
gist rates, and inclosed soe much to private uses, that the number of deere
is diminished and allmost destroyed.
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